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Research Paper Rubric
Structure and Mechanics: 
 (50 points)
· Paper follows the given format.
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Deficient
Failing


5
4
3
1
· Essay has a strong introduction.


Excellent
Good
Deficient
Failing


5
4


3
1
· Each paragraph has a topic sentence and information within paragraph relates to the topic sentence.


Excellent
Good
Deficient
Failing


5
4
3
1
· Paragraphs employ smooth transitions and demonstrate a good cohesion of ideas.


Excellent
Good
Deficient
Failing


5
4
3
1
· Conclusion summarizes essay and reinforces thesis.


Excellent
Good
Deficient
Failing


5
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3
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· Paper uses correct grammar and spelling.


Excellent
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Satisfactory
Deficient
Failing
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6
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· Parenthetical notations are correctly placed and formatted.


Excellent
Good
Satisfactory
Deficient
Failing


7
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· Works cited page is correctly formatted, uses correct bibliographic citations, and includes the required minimum number of sources.


Excellent
Good
Satisfactory
Deficient
Failing
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Section Total: ##/50
Comments:

Content: 
(50 points) 
· Paper has a well-thought out thesis.

Excellent
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Satisfactory
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Failing


10
8
7
6
2
· Thesis is supported by accurate and factual information. 


Excellent
Good
Satisfactory
Deficient
Failing
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8
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· Information and opinions are supported with documented data.


Excellent
Good
Satisfactory
Deficient
Failing
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8
4
· Paper demonstrates historical importance of the subject and places events in their geographical and chronological context (places and times of events are clearly described and events are appropriately sequenced).


Excellent
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Satisfactory
Deficient
Failing
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Section Total: ##/50
Comments:


Final Grade: ##/100
