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The Conflict Takes ShapeThe Conflict Takes Shape

Chapter 15, Section 1Chapter 15, Section 1

Abraham LincolnAbraham Lincoln
•• InauguratedInaugurated on on March 4, 1861March 4, 1861

–– After slipping into Washington in disguiseAfter slipping into Washington in disguise

•• Sought to Sought to preserve the Unionpreserve the Union

LincolnLincoln’’s Cabinets Cabinet

•• Dominated by his rivalsDominated by his rivals
–– William H. SewardWilliam H. Seward

•• Sec. of stateSec. of state
•• Believed the U.S. should pick a Believed the U.S. should pick a 

fight with a foreign nationfight with a foreign nation
–– And the S. would rally around the And the S. would rally around the 

flagflag
–– Nixed by LincolnNixed by Lincoln

–– Salmon P. ChaseSalmon P. Chase
•• Sec. of the treasurySec. of the treasury

–– Edwin M. StantonEdwin M. Stanton
•• Eventually replaced Eventually replaced Simon Simon 

CameronCameron as as sec. of warsec. of war
–– B/c of corruptionB/c of corruption

Fort SumterFort Sumter

•• 1 of only 2 federal forts still in Union control1 of only 2 federal forts still in Union control
–– Fort PickensFort Pickens in in Pensacola, FLPensacola, FL, was the other., was the other.

•• Located in Located in Charleston HarborCharleston Harbor
•• Was running low on suppliesWas running low on supplies

–– Would have to surrender by midWould have to surrender by mid--April if not suppliedApril if not supplied

•• Ordered to be reOrdered to be re--supplied by a naval expeditionsupplied by a naval expedition
–– S. Carolina forewarnedS. Carolina forewarned——rere--suppliedsupplied not not reinforcedreinforced

•• Fired upon by the CSA on Fired upon by the CSA on April 12, 1861April 12, 1861
–– Held out for 34 hrs. of constant bombardmentHeld out for 34 hrs. of constant bombardment
–– Finally surrendered by Finally surrendered by Maj. Robert AndersonMaj. Robert Anderson
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Reaction to Fort SumterReaction to Fort Sumter
•• Lincoln asked for Lincoln asked for 75,000 volunteers75,000 volunteers from the statesfrom the states

–– Causing Causing VirginiaVirginia, , N. CarolinaN. Carolina, , ArkansasArkansas, and , and TennesseeTennessee to to secedesecede..
–– Richmond, VARichmond, VA, replaced Montgomery as CSA capital., replaced Montgomery as CSA capital.

•• Border StatesBorder States
–– Slave states that remained loyal to the UnionSlave states that remained loyal to the Union
–– Included Included DelawareDelaware, , MarylandMaryland, , KentuckyKentucky, , MissouriMissouri
–– MarylandMaryland

•• Lincoln prepared to keep in Union by force if necessary.Lincoln prepared to keep in Union by force if necessary.
•• Martial lawMartial law declared, and it was occupied by federal troops.declared, and it was occupied by federal troops.

–– To keep Washington from being cut off and surrounded by CSATo keep Washington from being cut off and surrounded by CSA
•• Writ of Writ of habeas corpushabeas corpus was suspendedwas suspended

–– Allowing antiAllowing anti--Unionists to be arrested and held w/o trialUnionists to be arrested and held w/o trial

–– West VirginiaWest Virginia
•• Consisted of 10 counties in N.W. VirginiaConsisted of 10 counties in N.W. Virginia
•• Seceded from the state of VA to remain loyal to the UnionSeceded from the state of VA to remain loyal to the Union

The Civil WarThe Civil War

•• 11stst ““modernmodern”” warwar
–– Impacted by the Impacted by the Industrial RevolutionIndustrial Revolution

•• Largest war in world history at the timeLargest war in world history at the time
•• Total WarTotal War

–– When civilian pop. as well as military is seen as fair gameWhen civilian pop. as well as military is seen as fair game
•• Civilians are supporting war effort.Civilians are supporting war effort.

•• CasualtiesCasualties
–– 622,000 deaths622,000 deaths resulted from the Civil War.resulted from the Civil War.

•• More than all the other Am. wars combined!More than all the other Am. wars combined!
•• 364,000 deaths in the N.; 258,000 deaths in the S.364,000 deaths in the N.; 258,000 deaths in the S.

–– More people were available to be killed.More people were available to be killed.
•• 42,000 total soldiers involved in Battle of Yorktown.42,000 total soldiers involved in Battle of Yorktown.
•• 165,000 total soldiers involved in the Battle of Gettysburg.165,000 total soldiers involved in the Battle of Gettysburg.

–– Percentage of white males 13 to 43 KIAPercentage of white males 13 to 43 KIA
•• 8% total8% total
•• 6% in the N.6% in the N.
•• 18% in the S.18% in the S. 31312,2002,200War of 1812War of 1812

1441444,0004,000Revolutionary WarRevolutionary War

13139,7009,700SpanishSpanish--American War and American War and 
Philippine InsurrectionPhilippine Insurrection

575713,27013,270Mexican WarMexican War

222233,00033,000Korean WarKorean War

282856,00056,000Vietnam WarVietnam War

109109115,000115,000World War IWorld War I

241241318,000318,000World War IIWorld War II

1,9671,967622,000622,000Civil WarCivil War

Deaths/100,000 Deaths/100,000 
populationpopulationTotal DeathsTotal Deaths

Balance of ForcesBalance of Forces

•• PopulationPopulation——N.N.
–– N. had a pop. of N. had a pop. of 22 million22 million..

•• And And immigrationimmigration continued throughout the war!continued throughout the war!
–– 800,00800,000 btw. 1861 and 18650 btw. 1861 and 1865

More than the total casualties from the N.More than the total casualties from the N.

–– S. had a pop. of S. had a pop. of 9 million9 million..
•• 3.5 million were slaves3.5 million were slaves

–– Allowed the N. to. . .Allowed the N. to. . .
•• Field larger armiesField larger armies

–– Seldom, if ever, went into battle outnumberedSeldom, if ever, went into battle outnumbered

•• Sustain casualtiesSustain casualties
•• Have enough people left over for manufacturing jobsHave enough people left over for manufacturing jobs
•• Have enough people left over for farmingHave enough people left over for farming

Balance of ForcesBalance of Forces

•• IndustryIndustry——N.N.
–– Maj. of industries in the N.Maj. of industries in the N.

•• Factory productionFactory production——10:110:1
•• Textile productionTextile production——18:118:1
•• Iron productionIron production——26:126:1
•• Coal productionCoal production——21:121:1

–– 97%97% of the nationof the nation’’s s firearmsfirearms produced in the N.produced in the N.
–– Maj. industry in the S. was Maj. industry in the S. was cigarscigars..

•• DidnDidn’’t help the war effort much!t help the war effort much!
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Balance of ForcesBalance of Forces

•• RailroadRailroadss——N.N.
–– 11stst war in which war in which RRsRRs played any roleplayed any role
–– Advantages of Advantages of RRsRRs

•• Transport troopsTransport troops
–– So they are fresher for battle than after a long marchSo they are fresher for battle than after a long march

•• Transport supplies (food + munitions)Transport supplies (food + munitions)

–– ¾¾ of all rail lines in the N.of all rail lines in the N.
•• Railroad mileageRailroad mileage——7:17:1

–– RR mileage in S. actually decreases during war.RR mileage in S. actually decreases during war.
•• RRsRRs were cannibalized to repair destroyed lines.were cannibalized to repair destroyed lines.

Balance of ForcesBalance of Forces

•• FarmingFarming——N.N.
–– N. producing foodstuffs; S. producing inedible cash crops.N. producing foodstuffs; S. producing inedible cash crops.

•• Farm acreageFarm acreage——3:13:1
•• Draft animalsDraft animals——1.8:11.8:1
•• LivestockLivestock——1.5:11.5:1
•• Wheat productionWheat production——4.2:14.2:1
•• Corn productionCorn production——2:12:1
•• Cotton productionCotton production——1:1241:124

–– N. produced N. produced surplusessurpluses of food for foreign trade; S. was of food for foreign trade; S. was 
running out of food toward the end of the war.running out of food toward the end of the war.

–– N. had N. had mechanized farmingmechanized farming..
•• DidnDidn’’t require as many workerst require as many workers
•• Freed people to serve in the militaryFreed people to serve in the military

–– S. continued to use laborS. continued to use labor--intensive techniques.intensive techniques.

Balance of ForcesBalance of Forces
•• Political LeadershipPolitical Leadership——N.N.

–– N. had a proven political system.N. had a proven political system.
–– S. had to create an entirely new S. had to create an entirely new govgov’’tt from scratch.from scratch.

•• Confederate Confederate govgov’’tt
–– States retain more powers, giving States retain more powers, giving natnat’’ll govgov’’tt only certain functionsonly certain functions

•• Strong belief in Strong belief in statesstates’’ rightsrights
–– Jefferson DavisJefferson Davis vs. Abraham Lincolnvs. Abraham Lincoln

•• DavisDavis
–– Trained at West PointTrained at West Point
–– Fought in Mexican WarFought in Mexican War
–– Served as sec. of war for PierceServed as sec. of war for Pierce
–– Proven military background, but Proven military background, but riedried to microto micro--manage the war effortmanage the war effort

•• LincolnLincoln
–– Elected Elected captcapt. of his company in . of his company in Black Hawk WarBlack Hawk War
–– Left the war up to his generalsLeft the war up to his generals

At least once he found one that fought!At least once he found one that fought!

Balance of ForcesBalance of Forces

•• Military LeadershipMilitary Leadership——S.S.
–– Military tradition deeply embedded in S.Military tradition deeply embedded in S.

•• Thought of themselves as the continuation of Thought of themselves as the continuation of medieval nobilitymedieval nobility
–– Given land in exchange for military serviceGiven land in exchange for military service

•• 2nd sons had little else to do except join the military to get a2nd sons had little else to do except join the military to get aheadhead
–– S. quickly found their generals.S. quickly found their generals.

•• Robert E. Lee, Thomas Robert E. Lee, Thomas ““StonewallStonewall”” Jackson, James Jackson, James LongstreetLongstreet, , 
J.E.B. Stuart, Albert Sidney Johnston, Joseph E. Johnston, PierrJ.E.B. Stuart, Albert Sidney Johnston, Joseph E. Johnston, Pierre P. e P. 
T. Beauregard, etc.T. Beauregard, etc.

–– N. went thru a period of trial and error.N. went thru a period of trial and error.
•• Winfield ScottWinfield Scott——too old and unfit for field commandtoo old and unfit for field command
•• George B. McClellan, John Pope, Ambrose Burnside, Joseph Hooker,George B. McClellan, John Pope, Ambrose Burnside, Joseph Hooker,

George Meade, etc.George Meade, etc.
•• Until they found their menUntil they found their men——Ulysses S. Grant, William T. Sherman, Ulysses S. Grant, William T. Sherman, 

Phil SheridanPhil Sheridan

Balance of ForcesBalance of Forces

•• Military StrategyMilitary Strategy——S.S.
–– Southern StrategySouthern Strategy

•• Had only to defend itselfHad only to defend itself
–– Requires fewer troopsRequires fewer troops
–– Gave the S. the will to fightGave the S. the will to fight

•• Got to fight on their own territoryGot to fight on their own territory
–– Know the territory and terrain betterKnow the territory and terrain better
–– Shorter supply linesShorter supply lines

•• Never had to winNever had to win
–– They just had to hold out until the N. gave up.They just had to hold out until the N. gave up.

Northern merchants not seen as having stomach for war.Northern merchants not seen as having stomach for war.
N. had opposed the War of 1812 and the Mexican War.N. had opposed the War of 1812 and the Mexican War.

–– Northern StrategyNorthern Strategy
•• Had to invade and conquer the S.Had to invade and conquer the S.

–– Requires more troopsRequires more troops
–– Longer supply linesLonger supply lines

•• Had to beat the S. back into submissionHad to beat the S. back into submission

Balance of ForcesBalance of Forces

•• Naval ForcesNaval Forces——N.N.
–– New England has a tradition built around the sea.New England has a tradition built around the sea.
–– N. had overwhelming power on the seas.N. had overwhelming power on the seas.

•• Naval tonnageNaval tonnage——25:125:1
•• Merchant ship tonnageMerchant ship tonnage——9:19:1

–– Navy used to Navy used to blockadeblockade the S.the S.
•• Cut supplies from getting into the S.Cut supplies from getting into the S.

–– Since they had little industry to sustain themselvesSince they had little industry to sustain themselves

•• Made the Civil War a Made the Civil War a war of attritionwar of attrition
–– Making the opponent exhaust their men and suppliesMaking the opponent exhaust their men and supplies
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Balance of ForcesBalance of Forces

•• DiplomacyDiplomacy——S.S.
–– European leaders identified more with southerners.European leaders identified more with southerners.

•• B/c of that aristocratic traditionB/c of that aristocratic tradition

–– ““Cotton DiplomacyCotton Diplomacy””
•• European countries depended upon southern cotton.European countries depended upon southern cotton.

–– Esp. the industries of Great BritainEsp. the industries of Great Britain
•• Undermined Undermined b/cb/c of of bumper cropsbumper crops in yrs. prior to war.in yrs. prior to war.

–– English textile mills had enough cotton on hand for awhileEnglish textile mills had enough cotton on hand for awhile
•• Undermined by greater reliance on other sources of cottonUndermined by greater reliance on other sources of cotton

–– EgyptEgypt and and IndiaIndia

–– Northern advantage was the question of slavery.Northern advantage was the question of slavery.
•• European countries had already abolished slavery.European countries had already abolished slavery.
•• Would Europe fight a war to preserve slavery in the U.S.?Would Europe fight a war to preserve slavery in the U.S.?

New TechnologyNew Technology

•• BreechBreech--loaded rifleloaded rifle
–– Has grooves on the inside of the barrelHas grooves on the inside of the barrel

•• Spins the bulletSpins the bullet
–– AdvantagesAdvantages

•• Fires w/ greater velocity.Fires w/ greater velocity.
•• Greater rangeGreater range

–– More shots could be fired before enemy can close on positionMore shots could be fired before enemy can close on position
•• More accurateMore accurate

•• MiniMiniéé ballball
–– Standard ammunition of the Civil WarStandard ammunition of the Civil War
–– Everything needed to fire rifle in one packetEverything needed to fire rifle in one packet

•• Allowing rifles to be loaded more quicklyAllowing rifles to be loaded more quickly
–– Made out of Made out of soft leadsoft lead

•• So projectile expands and takes advantage of the riflingSo projectile expands and takes advantage of the rifling
•• Explodes and fragments more easilyExplodes and fragments more easily

–– Esp. when it hits something hard, like a bone!Esp. when it hits something hard, like a bone!
–– Increased the death rateIncreased the death rate

New TechnologyNew Technology

•• ArtilleryArtillery
–– Used the same Used the same 

rifling technology as rifling technology as 
the riflethe rifle

–– Could now fire Could now fire 
shells beyond site shells beyond site 
of gunnersof gunners

•• HotHot--air balloonair balloon
–– Used for artillery Used for artillery 

observation and observation and 
recon.recon.

New TechnologyNew Technology

•• Trench warfareTrench warfare
–– Digging trenches and Digging trenches and 

building other building other 
fortificationsfortifications

–– Foolish to walk into Foolish to walk into 
the picket lines of the picket lines of 
the enemythe enemy
•• Esp. w/ the new Esp. w/ the new 

technologies availabletechnologies available

IroncladsIronclads
•• MerrimackMerrimack

–– Union frigate being built at Union frigate being built at Norfolk, VANorfolk, VA
–– Scuttled before union forces w/drew from NorfolkScuttled before union forces w/drew from Norfolk
–– Salvaged by CSA and plated w/ iron railsSalvaged by CSA and plated w/ iron rails

•• Renamed the Renamed the C.S.S. VirginiaC.S.S. Virginia
–– Destroyed two wooden Union ships in Destroyed two wooden Union ships in ChesapeakeChesapeake

•• Right before McClellan was to launch Right before McClellan was to launch Peninsular CampaignPeninsular Campaign



5

IroncladsIronclads

•• U.S.S. MonitorU.S.S. Monitor
–– Built in 100 days to deal w/ threat posed by MerrimackBuilt in 100 days to deal w/ threat posed by Merrimack
–– 11stst warship built completely out of ironwarship built completely out of iron
–– Basically featured a revolving turret above the waterlineBasically featured a revolving turret above the waterline
–– So slow it had to be towed by a wooden ship into battleSo slow it had to be towed by a wooden ship into battle

MonitorMonitor vs. vs. MerrimackMerrimack

•• Met on March 9, 1862Met on March 9, 1862
•• Battle lasted for 4 hrs.Battle lasted for 4 hrs.
•• InconclusiveInconclusive

–– Cannon balls simply bounced off the iron hulls of eachCannon balls simply bounced off the iron hulls of each
–– CasualtiesCasualties

•• Two union sailors passed out from heat exhaustion.Two union sailors passed out from heat exhaustion.
•• One CSA sailor burnt himself on a cannon.One CSA sailor burnt himself on a cannon.

•• Each ultimately destroyed shortly after battle.Each ultimately destroyed shortly after battle.
–– MerrimackMerrimack——run aground on May 11run aground on May 11thth and burnedand burned
–– MonitorMonitor——sank in heavy sees on Dec. 31stsank in heavy sees on Dec. 31st
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““AnacondaAnaconda”” PlanPlan

•• Developed by Developed by Winfield ScottWinfield Scott to defeat the S.to defeat the S.
–– GeneralGeneral--inin--chiefchief of Union armiesof Union armies

•• BlockadeBlockade the S.the S.
–– Cut off southern ports from foreign tradeCut off southern ports from foreign trade
–– Intended to deprive the S. of manufactured goods and foodstuffsIntended to deprive the S. of manufactured goods and foodstuffs

•• Making it difficult for them to sustain the warMaking it difficult for them to sustain the war

•• Seize control of the Seize control of the Miss. R.Miss. R.
–– To prevent the S. from using the riverTo prevent the S. from using the river

•• To move and reTo move and re--supply troopssupply troops
–– To cut Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas off from the CSATo cut Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas off from the CSA

•• ““Divide and conquerDivide and conquer””

•• Seize Seize RichmondRichmond
•• EventuallyEventually——with some modificationwith some modification——used to win the warused to win the war

Battle of Bull RunBattle of Bull Run ((ManassasManassas))——
July 21, 1861July 21, 1861
•• Launched by the N. before troops were fully preparedLaunched by the N. before troops were fully prepared

–– Prodded by newspapers clamoring Prodded by newspapers clamoring ““On to Richmond!On to Richmond!””
•• Press and public eager for a quick end to the war.Press and public eager for a quick end to the war.

–– Prodded by the Prodded by the 9090--day enlistmentsday enlistments..
•• Which were sought Which were sought b/cb/c of belief war would be over quicklyof belief war would be over quickly
•• Which were about to expireWhich were about to expire

•• Irwin McDowellIrwin McDowell
–– Commanded Union army w/ about 30,000 troopsCommanded Union army w/ about 30,000 troops

•• Pierre G. T. BeauregardPierre G. T. Beauregard
–– Commanded CSA army w/ about 22,000 troopsCommanded CSA army w/ about 22,000 troops

•• Attended by congressmen and their familiesAttended by congressmen and their families
–– Came to watch w/ picnic lunchesCame to watch w/ picnic lunches

•• Dominated initially by Union forcesDominated initially by Union forces
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Battle of Bull Run (Manassas)Battle of Bull Run (Manassas)

•• Thomas J. JacksonThomas J. Jackson
–– Arrived w/ brigade to reinforce BeauregardArrived w/ brigade to reinforce Beauregard
–– Earned the nickname Earned the nickname ““StonewallStonewall””

•• ““Look, there is Jackson w/ his Virginians, standing like a stone Look, there is Jackson w/ his Virginians, standing like a stone 
wall against the enemy!wall against the enemy!””

–– Turned the tide of the battleTurned the tide of the battle
•• IllIll--trained Union troops fled back to Washingtontrained Union troops fled back to Washington

–– In disgraceful confusionIn disgraceful confusion

•• Showed the war would last longer than anticipatedShowed the war would last longer than anticipated
•• Led to McDowell being replacedLed to McDowell being replaced

–– W/ W/ George B. McClellanGeorge B. McClellan
•• Also named Also named generalgeneral--inin--chiefchief when Scott retired in Nov. 1861when Scott retired in Nov. 1861

Financing the WarFinancing the War

•• Congress passed an Congress passed an income taxincome tax in August 1861.in August 1861.
–– 11stst in the nationin the nation’’s historys history
–– 3% on incomes over $8003% on incomes over $800

•• Exempting ordinary wage earnersExempting ordinary wage earners

•• ““GreenbacksGreenbacks””
–– Paper currencyPaper currency
–– About $450 million issued during the warAbout $450 million issued during the war

•• Wartime spending helped spur the economy.Wartime spending helped spur the economy.
–– N. was more prosperous after the war than before.N. was more prosperous after the war than before.
–– Spending produced nationSpending produced nation’’s 1s 1stst millionaire classmillionaire class..

•• Some, unfortunately, from war Some, unfortunately, from war profitteeringprofitteering!!

Other Important LegislationOther Important Legislation

•• Homestead ActHomestead Act (1862)(1862)
–– Granted Granted 160 acres160 acres of land to whomever settled and of land to whomever settled and 

lived on it for lived on it for 5 yrs.5 yrs.
•• Morrill Land Grant ActMorrill Land Grant Act (1862)(1862)

–– Granted each state 30,000 acres of public land for each Granted each state 30,000 acres of public land for each 
congressmancongressman

–– Used to provide support for state colleges in agricultural Used to provide support for state colleges in agricultural 
and the mechanical artsand the mechanical arts
•• U of IU of I in ILin IL

•• Pacific Railway ActPacific Railway Act (1862)(1862)
–– Authorized construction of Authorized construction of transcontinental RRtranscontinental RR

•• Along the 32Along the 32ndnd parallelparallel
–– Gave land grants to RR companies Gave land grants to RR companies 

•• To assist w/ the constructionTo assist w/ the construction



8

Diplomatic ProblemsDiplomatic Problems
•• TrentTrent AffairAffair

–– U.S.S. San JacintoU.S.S. San Jacinto stopped British vessel stopped British vessel TrentTrent
•• On the high seas in Nov. 1861.On the high seas in Nov. 1861.

–– James M. MasonJames M. Mason and and John SlidellJohn Slidell
•• Two envoys of the CSA en route to LondonTwo envoys of the CSA en route to London
•• Arrested by the Arrested by the captcapt. of the . of the San JacintoSan Jacinto
•• Ultimately released by Lincoln to avoid intUltimately released by Lincoln to avoid int’’l crisisl crisis

•• AlabamaAlabama and and FloridaFlorida
–– CommerceCommerce--raidersraiders built by Britainbuilt by Britain

•• But armed elsewhere to get around intBut armed elsewhere to get around int’’l lawl law
•• Proved very effectiveProved very effective

–– Charles Francis AdamsCharles Francis Adams
•• U.S. minister to BritainU.S. minister to Britain
•• Son of Son of John Quincy AdamsJohn Quincy Adams and father of and father of Henry AdamsHenry Adams
•• Threatened war w/ Britain if any more CSA ships were built in BrThreatened war w/ Britain if any more CSA ships were built in Britainitain

–– Led the British to settle a claim in the U.S. in 1872Led the British to settle a claim in the U.S. in 1872
•• Paying $15.5 million for damages caused by the commercePaying $15.5 million for damages caused by the commerce--raidersraiders


