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A New Era in PoliticsA New Era in Politics

Chapter 9, Section 1Chapter 9, Section 1

New Political PartiesNew Political Parties
•• Division of the RepublicansDivision of the Republicans

–– NationalNational--RepublicansRepublicans
•• Supported Supported AdamsAdams
•• Sought to strengthen the Sought to strengthen the natnat’’ll govgov’’tt
•• Became known simply as Became known simply as RepublicansRepublicans

–– DemocraticDemocratic--RepublicansRepublicans
•• Supported Supported JacksonJackson
•• Sought to empower the avg. manSought to empower the avg. man
•• Became known simply as Became known simply as DemocratsDemocrats

•• Universal Manhood SuffrageUniversal Manhood Suffrage
–– Allowed all men the right to voteAllowed all men the right to vote

•• Dropping the property qualificationsDropping the property qualifications
•• Expanding political power beyond the Expanding political power beyond the ROWGsROWGs

–– Enacted by most states btw. the elections of 1824 and 1828Enacted by most states btw. the elections of 1824 and 1828
–– Expanded democracyExpanded democracy

•• NatNat’’l l ConventionsConventions
–– Public meeting of all party membersPublic meeting of all party members
–– Replaced the Replaced the party caucusparty caucus to choose candidatesto choose candidates

•• Secret meeting of the top, influential party membersSecret meeting of the top, influential party members
–– Also created the Also created the party platformsparty platforms

•• Position of the party on key issuesPosition of the party on key issues
–– Seen as more democraticSeen as more democratic

Election of 1828Election of 1828

•• Campaign filled w/ Campaign filled w/ 
mudslingingmudslinging..
–– Rachel JacksonRachel Jackson accused of accused of 

bigamybigamy and and adulteryadultery..
–– Jackson accused of having Jackson accused of having 

murdered 6 militiamen.murdered 6 militiamen.
–– Adams accused of Adams accused of 

•• Installing gambling devices in Installing gambling devices in 
White House.White House.

–– At the public expenseAt the public expense

–– Presenting an Am. virgin to the Presenting an Am. virgin to the 
tsar of Russiatsar of Russia

•• Jackson easily won the Jackson easily won the 
election.election.

JacksonJackson’’s s InaugurationInauguration
•• Attended by thousands of Attended by thousands of ““common peoplecommon people””
•• Followed by a party at the White HouseFollowed by a party at the White House

–– Thrown open to allThrown open to all
–– Turned into a near riotTurned into a near riot

•• Jackson had to be evacuated and spent 1Jackson had to be evacuated and spent 1stst night as pres. in hotel.night as pres. in hotel.
–– Seen by critics as proof Seen by critics as proof ““King MobKing Mob”” ruledruled

Andrew JacksonAndrew Jackson
•• Known as Known as ““Old HickoryOld Hickory””
•• Seemed to personify the new democracySeemed to personify the new democracy

–– 11stst pres. from the W.pres. from the W.
•• Born in a Born in a log cabinlog cabin on the frontieron the frontier

–– 11stst pres. Since pres. Since WashingtonWashington w/o college w/o college 
educationeducation

•• CouldnCouldn’’t spellt spell
•• Was, however, the traditional Was, however, the traditional planter planter 

aristocrataristocrat
–– Owned the Owned the HermitageHermitage

•• Became a very strong and forceful pres.Became a very strong and forceful pres.
–– His 6 predecessors collectively vetoed His 6 predecessors collectively vetoed 99

bills.bills.
•• On the grounds that they were On the grounds that they were 

unconstitutionalunconstitutional
–– He alone vetoed He alone vetoed 1212 bills.bills.

•• Simply Simply b/cb/c he didnhe didn’’t like some of themt like some of them
•• Led some to condemn him as Led some to condemn him as ““King King 

Andrew IAndrew I””
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““The Spoils SystemThe Spoils System””

•• Practice of rewarding loyal supporters w/ Practice of rewarding loyal supporters w/ govgov’’tt positionspositions
–– ““The the victor belong the spoils.The the victor belong the spoils.””

•• A.k.a. A.k.a. patronagepatronage
•• Resulted in the removal of hundreds of office holdersResulted in the removal of hundreds of office holders
•• JustificationsJustifications

–– Those who hold public office for a long time Those who hold public office for a long time ““are apt to acquire a are apt to acquire a 
habit of looking w/ indifference upon the public interests and ohabit of looking w/ indifference upon the public interests and of f 
tolerating conduct from which the unpracticed man would revolt.tolerating conduct from which the unpracticed man would revolt.””

–– ““The duties of all public officers are . . . So plain and simple The duties of all public officers are . . . So plain and simple that that 
men of intelligence may readily qualify themselves of their men of intelligence may readily qualify themselves of their 
performance.performance.””

–– Exemplified the Exemplified the ““new democracynew democracy””
•• Although most appointees werenAlthough most appointees weren’’t t ““common mencommon men””

Kitchen CabinetKitchen Cabinet

•• CabinetCabinet
–– Filled w/ political appointeesFilled w/ political appointees
–– Not qualified, except for Not qualified, except for Martin Van BurenMartin Van Buren

•• Sec. of StateSec. of State

–– Seldom met w/ JacksonSeldom met w/ Jackson

•• Kitchen CabinetKitchen Cabinet
–– Group of unofficial advisorsGroup of unofficial advisors
–– Met in the White House kitchenMet in the White House kitchen


