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District Number___15 ___
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETINGS

Regular District Qffice March 21, 2011, 7:00 P.M.
Kind of Meeting Place Time and Date

MEMBERS
Present Absent

Dave Knox
Presiding Officer

Jack Caldwell

Scott Stuewe

Judy Lazar

Eric Long

Nick Constant

David Root
Superintendent of Schools
Janis Lindsey, Carolyn Assalley
Russ Galusha, Doug Furlow, Rod McQuality
Building Principals
Sandy Walden
Board of Education Secretary

The meeting was called to order by President Knox. Roll call was taken by the recording secretary.

A motion was made by Scott Stuewe and seconded by Jack Caldwell that the agenda be approved as amended.
Under Action Item h, ‘Recommendation to approve employment of certified staff’, add Katie Armstrong, HS
English

Discussion: None
Motion carried.

Approval of Consent Agenda -
A motion was made by Judy Lazar and seconded by Jack Caldwell to approve the Consent Agenda containing
items a, b, ¢, d, e, f and g, namely, Approval of the following minutes as written and distributed, Regular
Meeting Minutes of February 28, 2011, Executive Session Minutes of February 28,2011, Policy Committee
Minutes of February 28, 2011, Payment of the Bills in the amount of $399,534.78, including reimbursement
of the Revolving Fund in the amount of $1,126.78, Approval of the Treasurer’s Report, Approval of the
Lunch Report, and Approval of Receipt of Resignations

-Trevor Compardo, Freshmen Boys’ Basketball Coach

-Adam Kershaw, Assistant Football Coach

-Jennifer LaFrance, HS Cheerleading Coach

Discussion: None
On roll call the following members answered aye:

Dave Knox Eric Long

Sandy Walden Jack Caldwell

Judy Lazar Scott Stuewe
On roll call, the following members were absent:

Nick Constant

Motion carried

Information Items:

a. Faculty Spotlight - Pam Martin, High School Math Teacher

Pam Martin gave a presentation to the Board on Mnemonic Devices she uses in her math classes to help her
students remember equations and also how to calculate negative and positive numbers. She demonstrated that
in calculating negatives and positives, she relates the numbers to a video game where negatives are ‘bad guys’
and positives are ‘good guys’. She gave an example of -2 +5 = , and stated that she explains to her
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class that with 2 bad guys, and 5 good guys, the good guys would overtake the bad guys by +3. ( -2+5=+3).

She gave several examples, using Mnemonic sayings, such as ‘Rise before you Run’ to help students learn
graphing, as well as with other math equations. It was a very interesting presentation and the Board thanked
Mrs. Martin for coming.

b. Superintendent’s Report - (Written report was submitted to the Board)

. Cash Flow and Financial Update -Mr. Root presented a 2005-2010 cash flow analysis and
reiterated where we are at the end of February with a balance in all funds of $3,864,077 and a
balance in the Operating Funds of $3,740,233. By comparison, at the end of February, 2010, our
balance in all funds was $2,947,262 and in the Operating Funds was $2,791,565. He reported that
the State is behind approximately $400,000 in payments to us, but we did receive $80,000 in
transportation funds this week. He felt that we probably won’t see anymore categorical payments
for 2010-11.

. 2011-12 School Calendar/Board Meeting Calendar/2010-2011 Amended Calendar -Mr. Root
stated that the 2011-12 school calendar and the Board Meeting calendars were presented for review
at the February Board meeting and will need to be approved at this meeting. He noted that
Parent/Teacher Conferences will be split in 2011-12. Sherman Elementary will have conferences
in November and the Junior High and High School will have conferences in October. This was
done at the request of the teachers to best suit the needs of their students. The 2010-11 school
calendar will need to be amended to include four snow days that will be added to the end of the
school year, making the last day (report card day) June 8.

. Reduction in Force (Overloads) - Mr. Root reported that every year we need to RIF the overload
assignments, otherwise people could be legally entitled to an overload the following year.

. 2011-2012 THSA - IESA Membership -Mr. Root stated that we need to renew our yearly
membership in IHSA and IESA in order to participate in athletic and music contests. There is no
fee for IHSA. The fee for IESA is approximately $800.

. 2011-12 Handbook Updates - Mr. Root reported that the administration is currently working on
proposed student handbook changes for the 2011-12 school year. The Principals distributed changes
to Board members to review for approval at the April meeting.

. Transportation Guidelines - Mr. Root reviewed the discussion from last month’s meeting with
concerns that two pick-up and drop-off points are still too confusing. He felt that offering one stop
was not a practical expectation, but asked the Board for more input if they wanted to further the
discussion. Mr. Root distributed transportation policies from other districts in the area for the Board
to review and discuss at the April meeting.

c. Principals’ Reports - (Written reports were submitted to the Board)

Mr. Galusha congratulated Keith Williams, February Student of the Month. He congratulated Mr. Martens
and students on a successful performance of ‘The Outsiders"; Mr. Houser and the FFA on a well-attended
prime rib dinner; new inductees into National Honor Society and our WHS musicians who performed at the
Pops concert. He reported that 32 students and 3 faculty members, Mrs. Stallone, Mr. Gudwien and Mrs.
Faloon-Sullivan, attended Youth and Government last weekend and congratulated Allison Rump on being
selected for Scholastic Bowl Second Team All-State. He noted many upcoming events including graduation
which is May 29 at 5:00 p.m. at UIS.

Mr. Furlow stated that baseball and softball seasons have started and that Keith Williams set a new school
record in the shot put of 58' 6", breaking the old school record by over 2 feet.

Mr. McQuality reported that we had two winners in the Sangamon County Spelling Bee, Josh Laughhunn and
Andrew Roberts. They advanced to the regional spelling bee and Josh finished in third place.

Mrs. Lindsey congratulated 3% grader, Ariel Fisher for winning both the local and area-wide competition of
the "Poetry for a President" contest celebrating the Centennial birthday of President Ronald Reagan. She will
now proceed to the statewide competition. She reported that Sherman Jump raised $32,000 and donated
$10,000 to the Salvation Army. She thanked the teachers and staff for their hard work on Sherman Jump.
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Recognition of Employees and Public: Matt Seman, Teresa Benner, Jay Martens, Pam Martin, Fran
Williams, Dave Carter, Robert Perrine, Byron Painter of The Williamsville Sun Times

Mr. Perrine spoke to the Board regarding the wrestling program. He stated that out of the
Williamsville/Sherman group and the Williamsville/Riverton group, eleven wrestlers went to Sectionals and
three 8" graders went to State. Two made it to the second round and one, Alex Daykin, finished 6" in State.
Mr. Perrine feels that this has inspired additional interest in their program. They have 10 wrestlers but are
still hoping to co-op with Riverton to have 16-18 total and make the program financially feasible.
Executive Session:

A motion was made by Jack Caldwell and seconded by Judy Lazar to enter executive session for the purpose
of performance, employment and compensation of personnel and the setting of price for sale of property

owned by the public body.

Discussion: None
Motion carried.

The Board entered Executive Session at 7:50 p.m. and returned to regular session at 8:00 p.m.
A motion was made by Jack Caldwell and seconded by Eric Long to return to regular session.

Discussion: None
Motion carried.

Action Items:
A motion was made by Judy Lazar and seconded by Scott Stuewe to approve the 2011-12 school calendar.

Discussion: The calendar will contain separate parent/teacher conference dates for Sherman Elementary
(October) and Junior High and High School (November).

On roll call the following members answered aye:

Dave Knox Eric Long
Sandy Walden Jack Caldwell
Judy Lazar Scott Stuewe

On roll call, the following members were absent:
Nick Constant
Motion carried

A motion was made by Eric Long and seconded by Jack Caldwell to approve the 2011-12 Board meeting
calendar.

Discussion: None

On roll call the following members answered aye:

Dave Knox Eric Long
Sandy Walden Jack Caldwell
Judy Lazar Scott Stuewe

On roll call, the following members were absent:
Nick Constant
Motion carried

A motion was made by Judy Lazar and seconded by Jack Caldwell to approve the amended 2010-11 school
calendar.

Discussion: None
Motion carried
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A motion was made by Jack Caldwell and seconded by Scott Stuewe to approve the Reduction in Force for
overload assignments, as listed: Steve Allen, Dave Carter, Joe Fandel, Tito Gomez, Robert Howard, Jennifer
LaFrance, Dave Pruitt, Jo Ellen Walsh

Discussion: This is for overload assignments only.
Motion carried

A motion was made by Eric Long and seconded by Judy Lazar to renew membership in IESA and [HSA for
2011-12.

Discussion: None
Motion carried

A motion was made by Scott Stuewe and seconded by Jack Caldwell to declare surplus of property - 1998
John Deere Tractor, 1985 Dodge Van and 1991 Ford Van

Discussion: None
Motion carried

A motion was made by Eric Long and seconded by Jack Caldwell to approve employment of certified staff:
-Dan Rigney, High School Social Studies/Boys’ Soccer Coach
-Nick Beard, Physical Education/Drivers’ Education/Health
-Katie Armstrong, High School English

Discussion: None

On roll call the following members answered aye:

Dave Knox Eric Long

Sandy Walden Jack Caldwell

Judy Lazar Scott Stuewe
On roll call, the following members were absent:

Nick Constant

Motion carried

In other business, Mr. Root expressed condolences to Pam Shanle and family on the loss of her father and
to Sumar Sloman and family on the loss of her mother-in-law.

He invited everyone to stay after the meeting for cake in honor of Nick Constant and Judy Lazar, who are
retiring from the Board.

A motion was made by Judy Lazar and seconded by Scott Stuewe to adjourn the meeting.

Discussion: None
Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:09 p.m.
Dated this 21st day of March, 2011

Do K oy

Board President

yy. aLM

Board Secretary

Submitted by Kay Carter, Recording Secretary
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